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Under the constitution of the United States of America, every individual has various rights and responsibilities. The American student is part of these individuals. Under this constitution, a student has rights which may be civil, contractual, consumer and constitutional. These rights regulate how students make use of their investment in education (Apple, 2017). Some examples of these rights include right to have free speech and association, right to safety and privacy, right to equality, accountability in cases of contracts and right to autonomy amongst other student rights. Students also experience freedom of expression. The students can write articles, speak freely, and form groups and even petition when things are not right in school. However, this freedom of expression is limited depending on whether the student is in a public or private school. 
 Despite the USA constitution saying that students do not leave their rights at the entrance of the school compound, in many public schools freedom of expression is limited and more so the freedom to express themselves through the school newspaper is limited (Apple, 2017). Under the constitution, any normal newspaper, including the student newspaper, should not be censored. However, based on the Supreme Court ruling of 1988 in the Hazelwood School District vs. Kuhlmeier, some school newspapers can be censored. This is when the article talks about issues that bring about legal issues. This regulation however only applies to high school students. The higher learning students in universities and colleges are not limited in their freedom of expression through the school newspaper. 
The USA constitution in the fourth amendment clearly states that people have a right to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures. Under this amendment, student locker searches are categorized as illegal; a right exclusively enjoyed by students in private institutions. However, with respect to this amendment, the constitution also states that in public schools, the rights are different.in this, students have a less expectation of their right to privacy than other members of the public.  When a student attains 18 years of age, he or she still enjoys the rights of being a student. However, unlike before when the parent was involved in making decisions for the student; he or she is now responsible for his or her own decisions. However, if need arises, the institution can engage the parents in decision making.  Besides, unlike in the previous age where some rights could be limited, they now enjoy the full rights. 
The Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) lawsuit can still be applied in the current state of education. In the case, the Brown family sued the Topeka school for failing to admit their daughter because she was non-American and thus had to attend a nearby school for non-American students. The Topeka school argued that based on the rulings of the plessy standards, despite non-American schools being separate from American schools, all they offered was equal and the education in non-American schools may even be better (Mount, 2010). The court under Justice Warren ruled in favor of the Brown family bringing an end to separate schools for students based on their races because it not only intimidated them but also affected their esteem negatively. This case can be applied in the today’s current state of education. Despite of the widespread advocating for equality and belief that people should not be discriminated based on their racial background, racial discrimination still occurs in the current America. Thus, it can be used by parents of non-American children to fight for the right to equal treatment and access to education of their children in school.
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